The magnificence and splendour of Baroque, one of the most opulent styles of the 17th and 18th centuries, will be the subject of the V&A's spring exhibition. The exhibition will
reflect the complexity and grandeur of the Baroque style, from the Rome of Borromini and Bernini to the magnificence of Louis XIV's Versailles and the lavishness of Baroque theatre and performance. On display will be religious paintings by Rubens and Tiepolo while silver furniture, portraits, sculpture, a regal bed and court tapestries will conjure up the rooms of a Baroque palace. The exhibition will be the first to examine all the elements of the Baroque style and will show how, as European power spread, Baroque style reached other parts of the world, captured in objects such as a gilded Mexican altarpiece.
Baroque 1620 -1800 will bring together around 200 objects to examine the flourishing of the Baroque style during the era that saw the establishment of great European and colonial empires ruled by absolute monarchs and the continuing power of the Roman Catholic Church. Displays will cover architecture, furniture, silver, ceramics, painting, sculpture, and textiles. The exhibition will explore the Baroque style in performance and the theatre; the public city square; religious spaces including St Peter's Basilica in Rome and secular spaces such as Louis XIV's Palace of Versailles.
Highlights of the exhibition will include:
• Depictions of the Palace of Versailles from the 17th and 18th centuries, including the Hall of Mirrors, and designs for the gardens;
• Portraits of Louis XIV;
• Rare, historic furniture and a Gobelins tapestry made for Louis XIV. The furniture will include a 17th century cabinet made by Domenico Cucci in the Gobelins workshop in Paris, one of only two surviving pieces from the Versailles of Louis XIV. There will also be a majestic state bed given by Louis XIV to the Swedish ambassador; • The exhibition design will be by Land Design Studio.
• The V&A is holding a conference alongside the exhibition on 5 and 6 June 2009
• An accompanying book of the same name, edited by Michael Snodin and Nigel Llewellyn, will be produced by V&A Publishing. For PRESS information about the book, contact Julie Chan on 020 7942 2701 or 07747 607 822 or email j.chan@vam.ac.uk (not for publication).
• For PRESS information about V&A shop merchandise accompanying the exhibition, contact Lee Kendall on 020 7942 2681 or email l.kendall@vam.ac.uk (not for publication).
• Research for this project has been generously supported by the AHRC Collaborative There is a selection of images available to download from www.image.net
